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252 Notes and Queries. 

sity of Pennsylvania : Philip Syng, William Coleman ; Rev. David 
Martin, Rector ; John McDowell, Provost ; Professors James Cannon, 
Theophilus Grew, and Rev. Ebenezer Kinnersley. 

E. J. 

A Tract by Rev. Griffith Hughes. — The Rev. Griffith Hughes, in 
a letter to the " Society for Propagating the Gospel," refers to his having 
published a tract in Welsh, while living in Pennsylvania, 1732-36, on 
"Death, Judgement, Heaven and Hell," and that he had distributed 
upward of one hundred and fifty copies gratuitously. Are copies extant ? 

0. 

Brooks. — Information is requested of the family of John Brooks and 
Mary, his wife, who were residing in Southampton Township, Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania, in 1744. 

Wait. 

IReplies. 

A Tract by Rev. Griffiths Hughes. — Mr. Hildeburn had not 
met with a copy of this tract when he published "Issues of the Press 
in Pennsylvania," but mentions an advertisement referring to it in Brad- 
ford's Weekly Mercury of August 14, 1735. 



asoofe motices. 

Diary of a German Officer in the Hessian Forces in the 
Americ4n Revolution. 
The diary of a Hessian officer, Freiherr von Dornberg, who served 
under the British flag in the War for American Independence, has been 
recently printed by Professor Marseille, Head-Master of the Bismarck 
Gymnasium, at Pyritz, in Pommerania, Germany. It is a capital exam- 
ple of the renewed interest in Germany in publishing the records still pre- 
served in the families of the officers and men who came from Germany, 
by order of their Princes, to take the English side in the American 
Revolutionary War. Eelking, both in his history of the "German 
Allied Troops in America" and in his "Life of Riedesel," drew largely 
from the public records and from family papers. Bancroft, and Lowell, 
and Kapp fathered much original material from these and other sources, 
and quite a number of journals and diaries have been translated and 
printed by Stone, and Bierstadt, and others. In the pages of the 
" Pennsylvania Magazine of History" there have been some contribu- 
tions of the same kind. In Germany quite a sharp fillip was given to 
the subject by the claim made by the present Emperor for a share of 
honors won by German soldiers in America. Colonel Von Werthern 
printed a lecture to his regiment, one of those that had served here, 
in which he urged the families of those who had left diaries and 
letters written during their American campaigns to print them. It was 
the heads of the present families of Knyphausen and Lossberg that fur- 
nished their portraits, for the first time reproduced by the Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania in the "Pennsylvania Magazine of History." 
Professor Marseille found a diary of young Dornberg who had served 
here, in possession of his descendant, and he has printed it with quite 
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an array of notes, historical and biographical, enhancing its value and 
interest. He points out the contempt expressed by Frederick the Great 
for the zeal with which the petty German princes sold their troops to 
Great Britain to take part in a war which, as he said, was none of their 
business. He quotes the sharp criticism of Lessing and Schiller for 
such an abuse of the power of the Brunswick, and Hessian, and Anhalt, 
and Bayreuth rulers to dispose of their soldiers, and to increase their 
own incomes at the expense of the lives of their unfortunate subjects. 

He points out, however, the lessons learned in America and applied 
by Ewald and other German officers in showing Germany how to con- 
duct its long war againt Napoleon to a successful issue. Of the seventeen 
thousand men sent here by the Elector of Hesse, at least six thousand 
five hundred never saw their homes again, many of them became good 
American citizens, and all of them brought home the advantages of 
emigration to the new world, and thus helped to give it one of the best 
elements of its population. 

Dornberg belonged to a family that traced its origin back to the year 
1006, and had supplied many good soldiers and civil officers ; he, him- 
self, afterwards became Hessian Minister in London, and died in Cassel 
in 1819, full of years and honors. Enough of a scholar to cite Horace, 
and enough of an artist to make sketches that were eagerly seized by 
both English and German comrades, it is characteristic that his diary 
and his letters home were mainly written in French, for that was the 
court language of the time. Beginning with the gathering of the 
regiment on March 28, 1779, he gives a brief account of its successive 
movements, of his voyage, of the daily rations on board ship, peas and 
pork, butter, cheese, meat, meal ; of the piety of the soldiers, with 
their little pocket Bibles and prayer-books, and of their arrival in New 
York harbor on September 23. In December he took part in the 
expedition to the south, under Sir Henry Clinton, well liked by the 
Germans for his services in the Seven Years' War, and his knowledge 
of Germany, its people and their language. The voyage was almost 
as trying as that across the ocean, but the novelty of the country around 
Charleston and Savannah, and the hard work of the siege operations 
gave him and his comrades plenty of employment. The condition of 
the slaves awoke the sympathy of the young German, and the wealth 
of the country made him regret the ravages of war. He breaks out in 
anger at the news that the officers who have served at the risk of life 
and health are passed over to give promotion to court favorites at home, 
and that the rank and file are but a mass of rags, justifying the reproach 
that the Hessian soldiers were a lot of vagabonds, for otherwise their 
prince would not have sold them like sheep. 

He contrasts the English clothed and equipped to suit the country 
and the kind of service they were forced to undertake, and his poor 
Germans neglected and left without care from home. He describes in 
detail the hardships, and discomforts, and privations, and losses during 
the protracted siege of Charleston, paying tribute to the skill of the 
English engineers, the energy of the English fleet, admiral and sailors 
alike showing characteristic courage and ability, and the success of 
Tarleton's Light Horse against Pulaski's Legion in the battle in which 
its leader fell and Colonel Washington and many others were captured. 
He repeats Ewald' s report of the praise of the English officers for the 
excellence of his own Hessian Grenadiers in the trenches. He describes 
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his interview with the chief of some Indian allies, and has little praise 
for them. Finally he reports the surrender of Charleston by General 
Lincoln, and the entry of the city so long and so gallantly defended 
against large odds of land forces and the strong British fleet. He finds 
many evidences of elegance characteristic of Charleston, and describes 
its curious population of native families of wealth, of Germans, among 
them many Jews, all traders, and of negroes. The forces, of which 
Dornberg was an officer, re-embarked and reached New York again ; 
there he reports on July 22, 1780, that he had been appointed an aid 
of General Knyphausen, with whom he served until the end of the war 
in America. 

One of the notes to Dornberg' s diary holds out the promise of the 
early publication of a series of valuable letters from Captain Greilly 
of the Hessian forces, dealing particularly with Donop's misfortunes at 
Red Bank. Professor Marseille does not tell us where he found them, 
but it is very satisfactory thus to have an intelligent German of our own 
day diligently adding to our slender stock of material for a better knowl- 
edge of the part taken by the German officers and soldiers in their cam- 
paigns in this country. Professor Marseille has set a capital example 
that may well be commended to others who have access to other such 
family records. 

In a paper recently read before the American Philosophical Society 
and printed in its proceedings, there is a very full account of the wealth 
of unprinted material relating to the American War of Independence, 
in the German archives and in private hands. Every addition from 
these sources is heartily welcomed. The large collection made by the 
historian Bancroft, is now freely accessible to students in the Lenox 
Branch of the New York Public Library, and from it some valuable 
papers have been contributed to print. Mr. Lowell's valuable material 
for his capital book, "The Hessians in America," is still in possession of 
his family ; it is to be hoped that it may yet be placed in one of the 
great libraries in Boston as his best memorial. 

General Stryker's exhaustive "History of the Battle of Trenton," 
derives much of its value from the large number of original papers re- 
lating to that event which he procured from the German archives. 
Much yet remains there, and it would be a great advantage if there 
could be made descriptive catalogues of such of their contents as relate 
to American affairs, for they contain a mass of unprinted reports, letters, 
etc., written by the German officers during their service here. It would 
not be a very expensive thing to do, and an appeal from the Historical 
Societies of this country, supported by our Ambassador in Berlin, 
would no doubt secure the necessary authorization to enable some of the 
able men engaged in these archives thus to supply a wholly new array 
of original documents. 

The intelligent zeal of Professor Marseille has put in print, and there- 
fore accessible to students, this hitherto unknown diary of Captain 
Dornberg, and no doubt other families in Germany in possession of 
similar interesting diaries and letters written during the campaigns in 
America, will now be ready to make them public. Indeed it might be 
well to ask the German Government to do what the French Government 
did through the publication of Doniol's splendid series of volumes, 
containing all the official papers in the French War and State Offices, 
relating to the relations of France and America during the American 
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War of Independence, a lasting monument of the great help rendered 
by France to the establishment of this Republic. 

J. G. R. 

The South Carolina Historical and Genealogical Magazine. 
Published Quarterly by the South Carolina Historical Society. 
Charleston. Vol. I., No. 1., pp. 118, 8vo. 

We extend our greetings and best wishes to this new quarterly, which 
is attractive typographically and filled with valuable historical and 
genealogical matter. " The Mission of Colonel John Laurens to Europe 
in 1781," and "Papers of the First Council of Safety of the Revolu- 
tionary Party in South Carolina, June-November, 1775," will especially 
claim the attention of historians. The genealogical contribution, ' ' The 
Bull Family of South Carolina," compiled by Langdon Cheves, Esq., is 
enriched with valuable annotations by the editor. 

The membership fee in the Society is $3.00 per annum, which includes 
the Magazine ; to non-members the price of the Quarterly is $1.00 per 
number. Mr. A. S. Salley, Jr. , the editor, is also secretary and treas- 
urer of the Society, to whom all communications should be addressed. 

Historical Sketches. A Collection of Papers prepared for 
the Historical Society of Montgomery County, Pennsyl- 
vania. Norristown, Pennsylvania, 1900. 8vo, pp. 386. 
The Montgomery County Historical Society is probably the most 
active and enterprising of all our local societies. It owns the building 
in which its valuable library and collection are deposited, and five years 
ago published its first volume of local historical papers and sketches. 
So cordial and substantial a reception was given to this volume, that the 
Society was encouraged to issue this second volume. It has also inaugu- 
rated the marking of important historical places within the limits of the 
county, and has erected memorial stones at Barren Hill, indicating the 
location of Lafayette's camp there in May of 1778, and near Penny- 
packer's Mills, on the Perkiomen Creek, to commemorate the encamp- 
ment of the Continental Army there in 1777. Among the valuable 
historical papers contributed to the volume under notice are the "Battle 
of the Crooked Billet," by General W. W. H. Davis ; "Washington at 
Pennypacker's Mills," by Hon. H. W. Kratz ; "Washington's Head- 
quarters at Whitpain," by Dr. Morris J. Lewis; " Fort Washington's 
Historic Environs," by C. S. Mann; "The Battle of Edge Hill," by 
W. J. Buck ; ' ' Lafayette's Retreat from Barren Hill, ' ' by Levi Streeper ; 
"Lafayette at Barren Hill," by Irvin C. Williams ; and "Valley Forge 
Camp," by Ellwood Roberts. The work is well printed and bound, and 
illustrated by upward of thirty portraits, old buildings, and maps. 
Price, $2.00, postpaid. Address Joseph Fornance, Esq., Norristown, 
Pennsylvania. 

The North Carolina Historical and Genealogical Register. 
The first number of this quarterly, which enters upon a comparatively 
new and undeveloped field, contains abstracts of the public records in 
the office of the Secretary of State at Raleigh, comprising Land Grants 
for Chowan County ; Wills probated prior to 1760 ; Conveyances, Court 
Records beginning in 1670, and other valuable data. It is an octavo 
of 160 pages, neatly printed, and the terms of subscription $3.00 per 
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annum. Address the editor, J. R. B. Hathaway, Edenton, North 
Carolina. 

The Storming of Stony Point on the Hudson, Midnight, July 
15, 1779. Its Importance in the Light of Unpublished 
Documents. By Henry P. Johnston, A. M. New York : James 
T. White & Co., 1900. Pp. 231. 
The storming and capture of Stony Point by the gallant and magnetic 
Wayne, of Pennsylvania, and his famous Corps of Light Infantry, has 
often been written about in history and story, but in the work under 
notice we are given by far the fullest and most interesting account of that 
brilliant historic event that has been published. In the campaign of 
1779, Sir Henry Clinton strove to handle "Mr. Washington" by 
enticing him from his stronghold at West Point, but failed, and the 
American Commander-in-Chief determined to achieve some needed in- 
spiriting success like that at Trenton, and selected Stony Point for the 
enterprise. It proved a success ; Try on' s raiders were recalled, New 
Jersey was spared, and the campaign closed in midsummer, for Clinton's 
operations had been paralyzed, and the prestige of the American soldier 
gained immensely. Professor Johnston's previous contributions to our 
Revolutionary history, particularly in the vicinity of the City of New 
York and along the Hudson, in which the troops from Pennsylvania 
bore a creditable part, prepared us to expect the present exhaustive 
work on Stony Point, but we are more than gratified at the richness of 
the new material his researches have developed. Among the fifty-six 
documents made public are two hitherto unpublished letters from Wash- 
ington ; four from Sir Henry Clinton, the British commander ; two from 
Lord George Germaine, in charge of the War Office, London (one of 
which contains the king's regrets and alarm at the capture of Stony Point) ; 
one from the British Peace Commissioner, William Eden ; and over 
twenty-rive others from Generals Heath, McDougall, and George Clinton ; 
Colonels Febiger, Scammell, and Putnam, and Lieutenant John Gibbon, 
of the forlorn hope. The remaining documents have been utilized in a 
few instances by other historians. The illustrations and authentic maps 
are valuable and of historical interest, and were prepared specially for 
this work. The photogravure of Wayne is much to be commended. 
Every library and school in this commonwealth should possess a copy 
of this excellent and valuable work. 

The First Moravian Missionary Society in America. By Right 
Reverend J. M. Levering. Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, 1899. 8vo, 
pp. 48. 
This venerable missionary society, organized in the year 1745, stands 
first in the history of religious activity in the American Colonies, because 
all other missionary efforts prior to that date were undertaken only by 
societies in Europe. The reverend gentleman presents many interesting 
details of the first fifty years of its history, during which period it not 
only aided in the foreign mission work of the church, but supported a 
domestic mission in nine of the thirteen colonies. The monograph, with 
the proceedings of the annual meeting, constitution and by-laws, 
officers, and list of members, comprises Part V., of Volume V., Trans- 
actions of the Moravian Historical Society, which is completed. 



